
The Jefferson Bible Hoax - Thomas Jefferson and the Miracles of Jesus  
From the Founders Bible, by Historian David Barton 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus performed numerous miracles, and Matt 9 is an excellent example. In 
that chapter, Jesus heals a bedridden paralytic (vv. 1-7), raises Jarius's daughter from the dead (vv. 18-
25), heals the woman with the issue of blood (vv. 20-22), gives sight to two blind men (vv. 27-31), casts 
out a demon (vv. 32-33), and travels the countryside "healing every kind of disease and every kind of 
sickness" (v. 35).  

According to modern writers, Founding Father Thomas Jefferson did not tolerate this aspect of Jesus' 
ministry and therefore personally prepared two New Testament works specifically excluding the 
supernatural aspects of Jesus' ministry-works which today they call "The Jefferson Bible." According to 
these critics:  

“ Hunched over his desk, penknife in hand, Thomas Jefferson sliced carefully at the pages of Holy 
Scripture, excising select passages and pasting them together to create a Bible more to his liking. The 
"Jefferson Bible." A book he could feel comfortable with. What didn't make it into the Jefferson Bible 
was anything that conflicted with his personal worldview. Hell? It can't be. The supernatural? Not 
even worth considering. God's wrath against sin? I don't think so. The very words of God regarded as 
leftover scraps.” 1   

“Jefferson... wrote his own Bible that excluded all references to miracles, wonders, signs, virgin birth, 
resurrection, the Godhead, and whatever else conflicted with his own religious thought.” 2  

 “Jefferson... rejected the superstitions and mysticism of Christianity and even went so far as to edit 
the Gospels, removing the miracles and mysticism of Jesus.” 3  

“ Thomas Jefferson... actually took scissors to the Gospels and cut out all references to anything 
supernatural.” 4   

Others make similar claims, 5 and regrettably many Christians today often repeat these claims without 
checking their accuracy, for significantly, each of the two works prepared by Jefferson, the so-called 
"Jefferson Bibles," included numerous passages on the miraculous aspects of Jesus' ministry.  

Jefferson's first work on the Bible was finished in 1804, and he called it the Philosophy of Jesus... Being 
an Abridgement of the New Testament for the Use of the Indians. Jefferson prepared that work for 
missionaries to the Indians, to provide them an easy-to-read Bible text by which to introduce Indians to 
Jesus and Christianity. (For centuries, including today, abridgments of the Bible have been a significant 
and an accepted part of the Bible market, especially popular for use among the young and new learners. 
6 )  

Jefferson's work was essentially the "red letters" of Jesus compiled into a short pithy work, and it 
included not only the passages from Matt 9 showing the miraculous resurrection of Jarius's daughter, 
the healing of the bleeding woman, and the healing of two blind men 7 but also...  

“ miracles such as the healing on the Sabbath in Luke 14:1-6, and the commission of Jesus to His 
disciples in Matt 10 to go and heal the sick and raise the dead. It includes Jesus' teaching about the 
resurrection of the dead, about His own second coming, about His role as judge of all men at the end 
of time, and about His place as Son of God and Lord of a heavenly kingdom. He is also shown 
forgiving the sins of men and women in a manner reserved for God alone.” 8   



Jefferson also included Mark 14:61-62 (Jesus saying that He is the Son of God); Matt 11:4-6 (Jesus 
healing the blind, lame, lepers, and the deaf, and the dead raised); Matt 10:28 (Jesus' teaching about 
Hell); Luke 15:7,10 (Jesus' teaching about Heaven and angels); and Matt 19:29 (Jesus' teaching on 
eternal life). Jefferson also incorporated numerous other passages referring to Heaven, Hell, the 
Resurrection, and other supernatural subjects (Matt 13:40-42; Luke 14:14; Matt 22:29-32; 25:31-
34,41,46; 13:49-50, etc.). Clearly, this work definitely included the miraculous and supernatural; the 
modern charges about Jefferson and the Bible are patently false.  

Jefferson's second work on the Bible was completed in 1820, and he called it The Life and Morals of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Significantly, Jefferson spent decades of his life studying the moral teachings of 
dozens of famous national teachers from across the centuries, including Ocellus, Timaeus, Pythagoras, 
Aristides, Cato, Socrates, Plato, Epicurus, Cicero, Xenophon, Seneca, Epictetus, Antoninus, and many 
others whose names are probably unknown to readers today. Jefferson read the moral teachings of 
each of these leaders and compared them against those of Jesus, finding Jesus' teachings to be far 
superior in every case.  

During Jefferson's first term as president, as he was dealing with national issues affected by morality, he 
began expressing his desire to prepare a work highlighting the incomparable moral teachings of Jesus. 
He began that work after retiring from the presidency and by 1820 had finished it, compiling fifty of 
Jesus' moral teachings from the Latin, Greek, French, and English Bibles, placing them side-by-side for 
ease of study. (Jefferson could read the Bible in seven languages: Greek, Latin, French, Italian, Spanish, 
German, and English. 9 )   

Today's critics claim that this work is also the "Jefferson Bible" from which he excluded the supernatural. 
But as was true of the 1804 work, the 1820 work also contained numerous passages on the miraculous 
and the supernatural; and even though this latter work focused solely on morality, it nevertheless 
included Jesus' teachings about:  

• Healing on the Sabbath (Matt 12:10-12; John 7:23)   
• Hell (Matt 5:29-30; 10:28; 13:37-42,50; 18:8-9; 23:33; 25:46; Luke 12:4-5; 16:23)   
• Heaven (Matt 19:16-26; 25:31-34; Luke 12:33; 15:7; 16:22-30; John 18:36-37)   
• Angels (Matt 13:39,41,49; 22:30; Luke 15:10)   
• The Devil (Matt 13:39)   
• Eternal Life (Matt 19:16; 25:46; Luke 10:25-28)   
• The Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13)   
• Resurrection of the Dead (Matt 22:28-30; Luke 14:14)   
• The Second Coming of Christ (Matt 24:20-44; 25:31-34)   

For generations, America benefited from Jefferson's compilation of Jesus' moral teachings. In fact, in 
1902, Congress reprinted 9,000 copies of Jefferson's "Morals of Jesus of Nazareth" at government 
expense, 10 and for the next fifty years, a copy of The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth was given to 
every senator and representative at his or her swearing in. 11   

The modern claims about Jefferson and the Bible are erroneous. There actually is no "Jefferson Bible," 
and Jefferson would have strenuously objected to either of his works being characterized as a "Bible." 
They were solely what he had titled them: the first was an abridgment of the Gospels for the use of the 
Indians, and the second was a compilation of the moral teachings of Jesus; and in both cases, Jefferson 
included multiple references to the supernatural and the miraculous.  

Regrettably, most of today's scholars and writers ignore not only the content in and the specific purpose 
of each of Jefferson's two works, but they also disregard the well-documented historical facts that 



Jefferson: (1) financially contributed to societies to distribute the full Bible, 12 (2) owned a number of 
complete Bibles that he personally used and regularly studied, 13 (3) financially supported the printing 
of new editions of the whole Bible, 14 (4) was a member of the Virginia Bible Society, 15 (5) gave 
unedited Bibles to family members, 16 and (6) openly used the full Bible in educational institutions he 
helped start or direct, including Washington's public schools and the University of Virginia. 17   

So what is the origin of the modern charge that Jefferson hated the Bible and therefore made his own? 
A contemporary researcher who investigated these claims concluded:  

“ Unfortunately, all those who have published the "Jefferson Bible" since 1903 have been almost 
universally either Unitarian or rationalist and secular in their approach, and their introductions to 
the book have... misrepresented Jefferson's motivations and beliefs to conform to their own 
theological assumptions or agendas.” 18   

As you read through the New Testament and note the frequent miracles performed by Jesus, you can 
safely reject the claims of today's ill-informed or mal-intentioned writers and scholars that Jefferson 
excluded such passages. Both of his works are still available today, and reading either of them will 
quickly disprove modern revisionist claims.  

Long ago, Jefferson told his close evangelical friend and fellow signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, Dr. Benjamin Rush: "My views... [are] very different from that anti-Christian system 
imputed to me by those who know nothing of my opinions." 19 That declaration remains unchanged 
today.  
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